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Great Mother Hathor  

  

She who loves fully  

and  

divines abundant joy~  

Hathor  

Horned One  

Double Mystery  

~ 

As I move  into dreamtime  

Fill my longing with  your loving.  

Touch me with your presence.  

Pierce me with your Grace.  

  

. . .  

.  

. . .  

  

Blessed Be  

  

  

 

 

By Pat Cumminsé 

Sheewho Comes and Goes ~ who gathers as 

she soews ...  

Who gathers, weaves, spins and soew s 

The elements of shadow and de Light  
Isis-Seshat Journal 
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DULCE DOMUM. THE FAIR HAVEN  
 

David Alexander Durdin-Robertson passed into spirit world on the 14
th
 April 2009.  He was the 

only son of two Co-Founders of the Fellowship of Isis, Pamela and Lawrence Durdin-Robertson, 

and nephew of Olivia. 

 

He protected Huntington Castle with his skills as a builder, renewing the foundations. Above all 

his beautiful, youthful and inspired wood carvings, twenty-one of them, are focal images in 

various shrines in the Temple of Isis.  His most noted carving, made when he was eighteen, is the 

figure of Isis on the High Altar.  She bears a watering-pot on Her head, the Hathor Crown 

representing harmony of Sun and Moon. 

 

Globally, David is known in a television documentary on the Castle on the Discovery Channel.  

He is shown, bearded, emerging from an ancestorôs portrait.  In an interview he gives an account 

of an out-of-the-body experience in the Castle library, surrounded by apparitions ï later identified 

on the Channel as Druids.  The Temple of Isis is shown in the film. 

 

Davidôs spirit presence manifested to Olivia the day after his passing.  He made two resounding 

knocks on her door at dawn.  Olivia understood that these were the tradition ñKnocks for 

Admissionò to the Egyptian Ritual of the Coming Forth by Day.  This resembles the FOI 

liturgical Rite of Rebirth and the Awakening of Osiris and Initiation of the Pylons. 

 

Of course the Ceremonies in the Temple and work of the Fellowship continue.  After all, Isis goes 

back five thousand years and is powerfully manifesting in the New Aëon. Our Divine Mother is 

eternal ï as are we all! 

 

--submitted by Lady Olivia Robertson 
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LETTERS 

 

 
From Lady Loreon Vigne, AU:  

Dear Deena, 

I was so happy to receive your notice about the 

Muses Symposium because, synchronistically, we 

have decided to change our venue. Starting in 

2010, we will no longer be a retreat center for 

different groups. We are planning to become a 

place where women artists will be in residence 

for a period of at least six months to one year. 

 

So, all of the arts that you listed are the kinds of 

art that can be encompassed here, utilizing our 

facilities like our theater, the craft studio, the 

large open many-windowed room at the top of 

the lodge, and our new gallery which will be able 

to display artwork for sale. 

 

There will be communal gatherings on Sundays 

with a communal dinner afterwards. We are 

hoping to connect with women who are part of 

the Fellowship of Isis and spiritual women artists 

of all kinds. This would be a great opportunity 

for artists to focus on their projects in a sacred 

space. 

 

Potential participants will be asked to fill out an 

application form for one of twenty available slots 

in the program. 

 

Most of the rooms will be $600 per month which 

includes not only the room but the workspace 

and the use of the pool, spa, sauna, laundry 

facilities, community garden, use of the 

communal kitchen or their own kitchens. 

 

So we are letting go of catering to groups of all 

kinds to provide greater support to sacred 

women artists in this place. I am hoping that you 

may help me promote this new concept in some 

way. 

 

Our website is http://isisoasis.org which shows 

our grounds. We have operated as a retreat center 

here in the Alexander Valley in the heart of the 

Sonoma, California wine country for 30 years 

but the grounds have been sacred for hundreds of 

years, beginning with the local Pomo tribe which 

used this land for ceremonial. On the property is 

an officially-recognized Heritage Tree, an 

unusual Douglas Fir with multiple trunks. On 

this land, the Baha'i faith began in the United 

States, when the owner of the vineyards here 

converted and gave over the site to the Bahai's, 

who operated a school here until the 1970s. 

 

I'm not sure how much of my earlier life you 

know - I began everything as an artist and 

craftsperson. After losing my home in a fire 

which left me only the dress I was wearing and a 

small kiln, I came to San Francisco and 

established a gift ware business in the 1960s, 

during which time I knew many of the prominent 

artists, poets, and musicians of the Beat era and 

beyond. Many strange coincidences then brought 

me to Isis. Dion Fortune's novel "Moon Magic" 

especially inspired me and I looked at this 

property because it offered an old church to 

renovate, similar to her tale of creating her 

temple in the novel. This was to become Isis 

Oasis and the Temple of Isis. Now I want to 

devote more of my own time to art and would 

like to share this marvelous space with other 

spiritual women who are so inclined. 

 

Blessings of Isis, 

Lady Loreon Vigne, Arch Priestess 

 
From Mother Beatrice Bhagavati Uchecukwu, 

of the Lyceum of the Cosmic Isis in Nigeria.  I 

have received the following prayer request.s 

Please send good energy, healing, and prayers 

to her family and Lyceum members: 

 

From Mother Beatriceé 

ò[for] the members of the family of Rt. Rev. 

Uchechukwu and Rt. Rev. Bhagavati 

Uchechujwu AU and their children.  The 

http://isisoasis.org/
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children) were raised on the teachings of Mother 

Lady Olivia and they need her mercy and the 

protection of Holy Mother Isis and healthy life in 

all their undertakings.ò   

 
From Oko Onu Okparaé.  

ñI am a madboy staying in the temple for 

healing.  Please let the Eye of the 

Goddess reflect on me and give me total health 

and more protection.  Thanks!" 

 
 

From Enya Ham Okerekeé 

òI am a member of the FOI.  I am sick, and 

tormented by an evil spirit so that I cannot 

remember a single thing for even a second.  

Please help me and set me free from this attack." 

 

 
 

From Elder David Ucheé 

 ñI have been a member of the FOI since 1995 in 

Amasiri, Ebonyi State of Nigeria.  I ask for 

wisdom and long life to serve our beloved 

Mother Isis.  This wisdom will also help me to 

be perfect in any activity.  I also ask for guidance 

and protection from all dangers, whether poison, 

accident or  physical combat etc..  As a family 

man I ask that my children be guided and 

protected from all dangers, human or otherwise.  

Thanks.  I remain in the service of Our Mother 

Isis, the Mother Earth." 

 
From Oti Joseph Elechukwué  

ñ1--Mother I need blessing. 

2--Mother, I want to be richest man in all over 

the world. 

3--Mother, I want to be international business 

man in all over the world. 

4--Mother, I want to be a fast selling business 

man in all the world. 

5-- I need protection in all of my life.ò 

 
From Nnanja Chukwuezugoé 

"I pray for divine health in all my life.  To be 

protected in all areas of my life.  To be 

successful in all areas of my life.  To have a 

forgiving spirit.  To shine like a star in my 

education, and all my daily basics." 

 
From Shri Mataji Nirmala Davi:  

"Dear Mother, I need blessing.  I want to build a 

house, and I want long life." 

 
From Cynwaorie, é 

òGood day, Spiritual Mother.  May I be granted 

long life and prosperity.  I want my business to 

prosper.  May the aluminum product permit my 

business to prosper more and more.  I want a 

connection from you, Mother, I want those who 

would give me coil to be my business partner 

abroad.  I love Mother in all forms.  I want Her 

blessing and protection for me and my family 

that we may prosper in everything.  May the 

work of my hands please Mother.  Don't allow 

my enemies to laugh at me and ask me where is 

my God.  Please help me.  Thank you." 

 
From Clinton Greatman Alué 

"My fundamental problem is wisdom.  I need 

wisdom to be able to realize why I am a Sahaja 

Life member; wisdom for realization of spiritual 

personalities and powers; wisdom to realize what 

God wants to use me for through Sahaja, and 

what I can do for God through Sahaja; wisdom 

for potential and traditional ideas for my creative 

writing and movie-making profession; wisdom 

for success; wisdom for great riches; wisdom to 

achieve my greatness." 

 
From Edeh Michaelé 

"I ask for healing of sickness in my body as well 

as healing of every spiritual problem.  I ask for 

spiritual growth.  I pray for prosperity in every 

aspect of life, and financial breakthrough in my 

business." 

 
From Edeh Emmanuelé  

"I pray for the healing of a spider) bite that has 

resulted in severe genital problems." 

 
From  Eni Oko Eni and his wife Marcia Enié 

òWe were initiated into the Rites of Dana the 

Divine Mother of Light.  Since my 1997 

marriage, my family and I have been suffering 

from evil attacks that take many children away 

from the family with the exception of the 2 

children, Nnenna Ada Eni Oko and the boy 

Melody Eni Oko.  I pray for my business 
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because I am a druggist so I need protection and 

wisdom for my children and my family.  I need 

another  2 children to support my children."  

 
from Emoko Ehié 

" please help my 2 children to have intelligent 

and total protection and wealth.  I am Emoko 

Ehi, their father; Marcia Ehi is my wife.  Melody 

Emoko and Nnenna Ada Oko Ehi need guidance 

and protection.  Thanks!" 

 
from Obasi Emmanuel Ucheé  

ñI request the people in the Temple for  wisdom 

because I'm still attending my secondary 

schoolé.I'm also requesting protection, both for 

school and for my little cassava grinding engine, 

and anywhere I set down my feet.  I want the 

engine to develop, function, and last for a long 

time.  I am also committing Mother Nkemu and 

her husband Chukwu di Etu to your prayers.  

They take me to Sahaja Yoga Temple Church.  

For you to help me, include them in your 

prayers that they may have a good life.  I'm also 

committing my parents into the hand of your 

people for you to guide and protect them 

anywhere they set down their feet.  I would also 

like to be a good follower of Chirimata (?) so 

that I may dwell in a good life.  These are all the 

problems I have now, and I would be very 

grateful if my request is granted.  Thank you all 

for letting me dialogue with you at this 

moment.ò 

 
Uduchuk Oko Ekwe.   

ñLet me have work to do .  Please, Holy Mother, 

give me someone who will stay with me forever.  

Help me, give me health, let me have peace, 

unity and love in everything.  Let this be a good 

year for me." 

 
The following letters were not signed, but I did 

not want to leave out these prayer requests:  

é"Please, Holy Mother, help my family.  I need 

somebody who will help me in my higher 

education and my parents.  Anything I put hand, 

to do my courses in a high institution.  Please 

Holy Mother, give me wealth and protection, 

power, knowledge, let me pass my courses in the 

school.  Holy Mother please help us to build our 

houses in the village and your temple, to stay on 

our own.  Let me and my family progress éò 

 

é"Holy Goddess Isis, please give me 

knowledge and understanding in whatever I do.  

Let my result be good.  Let it have credit and 

merit.  Please Isis give me good behavior and 

protection.  Guide me in my school activities, my 

universities and my courses.  I want to be an 

iseum nurse so that I will be taking care of the 

children of Isis.   

 

Please help me.  I am 15 years old.  Remove evil 

eyes on me.   Please find someone good for me 

to marry.  Please Goddess please help my 

parents to build a house.  Thank you for 

answering my prayers." 

 

"I need spiritual freedom; financial assistance to 

build up my business; I need money to build 

house of my choice.  I need money to buy car of 

my choice.  I need money to assist friends who 

do come to me for financial assistance." 

 

"Spiritual and financial freedom and general well 

being of myself and my family." 

 

"Dear You my Mother please I want you to make 

me to be a strong man.  I want everything I put 

my hand to be prosper.  I also want blessing on 

my family  and my shop and my business. Thank 

you Mother." 

 

"protect our families.  I need blessings, and good 

results in my CD-ROMs." 

 
From Rev. Karen Tateé 

éIn response to reactions in the media to the 

discovery of a Neolithic female stone figure 

(Karen is host of the radio show Voices of the 

Sacred Feminine, on which Lady Olivia has been 

a guest). There are her ideas on how to stand up 

to general criticism of  source that support the 

Pagan perspective: 

I hope I don't sound like I'm on my soapbox - 

maybe I am <smile> - but I think the problem 

stems not just from traditional Academia, but 

from within our own communities. But, that 

being said, here are my thoughts. Find respected 

people within Popular Culture, Academia and 

Spirituality who are advocates of Goddess. See 

what they're saying and writing about, and have 

them in your arsenal. I'm thinking of  Starhawk, 

Patrick McCollum, Selena Fox, Matthew Fox, 

Joseph Campbell, Riane Eisler. JEan Shinoda 

Bolen, Jean Houston, etc. Look at some of the 

guests I've had on my radio show. Look for 
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people who are known/respected out in the 

mainstream world. Don't forget that many people 

in Academia are closet Pagans.  

 

Align yourself with progressive Christians who 

are shunning the dogma of the institution that is 

the Church and giving themselves permission to 

see Mary Magdalene and Jesus as the Divine 

Couple, Divine Feminine and Sacred Masculine, 

and Mary as an aspect of Goddess. There are 

also others who are seeing God as the feminine 

as Sophia. You can find common ground with 

these people, as well as ecologists who care 

about Mother Earth. What I'm saying is, embrace 

those who see Goddess as not just deity, but 

archetype and ideal and are fighting to change 

the world toward the direction of that paradigm 

shift of new ideals. Don't expect to agree on all 

the details. Think BIG PICTURE. 

 

As for those in our community, I sadly realized 

too many are too focused on learning to wield 

energy for love and money and not enough know 

herstory. They don't know how to connect the 

dots when it comes to "living" ideals of the 

Sacred Feminine. During the last presidential 

campaign, I was appalled to learn how many 

pagans didn't know what ideals of the sacred 

feminine are - what it has cost humanity not to 

have a feminine face of god -even that Goddess 

was worshiped 30,000 years ago. Too many are 

missing that part of the equation. They just start 

with the Inquisition or Gerald Gardner. They 

don't know the work of these great writers, 

Eisler, Stone, Gimbutas and the important things 

they had to say. And yes, the feminist writers 

too. We have to reclaim and rehabilitate not just 

the words priestess and witch, but feminist too. 

To be feminist means you want a caring and 

equal society. But the spin doctors have put such 

a negative connotation on it, it's become a dirty 

word. There are wonderful feminist writers who 

can teach women so much --Barbara Walker for 

instance has a great analogy I like to quote. She 

tells women of today they are like birds who 

have grown up living behind the bars of their 

cage. If they've never gotten out from behind the 

bars, never, never flown, never realized they 

ARE BEHIND BARS in this sexist, misogynist, 

unbalanced society, they don't even know it. You 

have Evangelicals touting the "new feminism" 

and when you look close it's about women being 

dependent and submissive. Churches tell women 

the only grounds for divorce are adultery and 

abandonment - not abuse. What kind of message 

does that send?  They don't recognize the Bible 

as institutionalized approval of the subjugation 

of women. 

 

Bottom line -- educate yourself. Even Christian 

oriented archaeology magazines are admitting 

God had a wife, Asherah. Use these tidbits to 

bolster your position. Know your stuff. That's the 

way to stem the tide -- with education. 

 

And let us not forget, what we accept as historic 

proof in archaeology have been theories derived 

from looking at the world through a very male, 

and often times Christian or Victorian lens. 

Sometimes the translations have even been 

deliberately changed to suit those agendas. That 

has skewed some of the educated guessing we 

accept as fact within archaeology. Marija 

Gimbutas was probably the first gender 

archaeologist. We know women and men see and 

think differently. The beloved mythologist 

Joseph Campbell called her work a "rosetta 

stone" unlocking the secrets of these ancient 

artifacts which she studied for decades. Even Ian 

Hodder, the noted archaeologist of Catal Huyuk 

in Turkey, who believed it to be an egalitarian 

society, has been quoted to say history "cannot 

just be informed by the Academy." Many 

academics I know today can't publicly agree with 

some of feminist herstory because they have to 

worry about their jobs and tenure in these 

patriarchal university institutions, but they see 

and admit the relevance privately.   Fortunately 

we don't have that restriction or pressure. 

--Karen Tate 

www.karentate. Com 

 
From Vincent Akpabioé  

Dear Deena, 

é[regarding my article] éThe Divine Mother 

Mahiswari Anapurna the Greatest Goddess of 

the Hundus.  I wrote to the priest of this goddess 

for more information and on his reply this is 

what he said: ñThe Mother Maheswari Anapurna 

is known as Mother Maheswari Anapurna.  She 

is the goddess of food grain.  We Hindus believe 

if the Mother Anapurna be prayed heavily by any 

person of any religion, he never face any trouble 

in livelihood and his or her all desires have to be 

fulfilled.ò  éMy iseum has now become a 

Lyceum, the Lyceum of the Aquarian Isis.  

 

Blessed be, 

Vincent Akpabio 
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From Harold Hordan  

311 W. 231
st
 St. 

Apt. 512 

Bronx NY  10463 

 

Please write to Harold!!!  
 

Dear Rev. Butta, 

Thank you for the informationéregarding the 

FOI Goddess Festival.  Since I live in a nursing 

home, I will be unable to attend but will be there 

in spirit.  I turned 64 years young this past April 

19, 2008.  I am feeling well, get good taking care 

of and am safer here than if living alone 

elsewhere.  Thank you for keeping me informed 

as to what is going on with the FOIéIf one of 

your members would like to write to me now and 

then ïthat would make me happy.  I am reading a 

book titled 366 CeltðA Year and a Day of Celtic 

Wisdom and Love by Carl McColman.  It is 

interesting to read, learn and study.  Take care.  

Stay healthy.   

--Sincerely,  

Harold Hordan. 

 
From Rt. Rev. Deena Hartray Buttaé 

 

Dear FOI Family, 

I hope you can attend this yearôs Autumn 

Equinox Goddess Festival, which is the modern 

Eleusinian Mysteries.   

 

We have spent this year exploring the theme of 

Sovereignty in preparation for the new world to 

which we are coming. éor which is coming to 

usépossibly in 2012. 

 

At last Autumnôs dedication ceremony of Life 

Force Arts Center in Chicago, Lady Olivia 

compared the encounter between our world and 

the coming world (or coming worlds, in the form 

of celestial bodies approaching closely to the 

earth)  to the encounter between Ishtar and 

Ereshkigal.  Are we prepared to constructively 

channel confrontations and conflicts and friction 

in our daily lives? 

 

Sovereignty means ñFreedom from external 

control.ò  This has many applications to our 

personal, political, cultural, intellectual and 

emotional lives.  Lady Oliviaôs ritual The Throne 

of Destiny explores the various dimensions of 

sovereignty.   

 

Juno, Queen of Heaven and the gods, is the deity 

to whom this ritual is dedicated.  Often June and 

Jupiter were at odds, as described in many 

mythologies.  Does this mean there is 

disharmony in heaven?  Does it mean they are 

not Twin Souls? This mystery will be explored. 

 

In modern culture, we struggle with the concept 

of dualism.  The previous Goddess Festival 

celebrated the Triple Goddess and Triple Vision, 

with Truth at the core of the ability to See What 

Is.  The Awakened Eye of Vision is essential to 

recognizing dualism  as well as duplicity; and to 

recognize when you are being controlled from 

without.  Truth and Sovereignty are essential 

components of the healthy new world at whose 

birth we of FOI are prepared to assist.  These 

liturgies are helping us to prepare. 

 

If you are unable to attend this yearôs Equinox 

Goddess Festival in person, we invite you to join 

us in spirit, and to attune to us by celebrating The 

Throne of Destiny on your own on September 

26. 

 

I hope you will enjoy reading the thoughts about 

Sovereignty that were submitted by people 

involved with the coming Equinox Goddess 

Festiva

 

 

BOOKS 

 
Hekate Liminal Rites: A study of t he myths, magic and symbols of the 

torch - bearing Goddess of the Crossroads  

by Sorita d'Este and David Rankine.  

 

The sorcery of Medea and Circe, the witchcraft of the women of 

Thessaly, the writings of philosophers such as Hesiod and Porphyry all 
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provide g limpses into the world of those who honoured her. Her magical 

powers were considered so great that even King Solomon became 

associated with her, she was incorporated into Jewish magic, and merged 

with other goddesses including Artemis, Selene, Bendis and t he Egyptian 

Isis. Whilst for some she was the Witch Goddess, for others she was the 

ruler of angels and daimons, who made predictions about Jesus and 

Christianity.  

 

NEWS 

 
From Rev. Joan Forest Mageé 

Life Force Arts Center, ñwhere art meets spiritò  

3148 N Lincoln Chicago IL 60657   (773) 327-

7224   www.lifeforcearts.org 

 

Hello Everyone! 

 

We had a fantastic opening of the 1st Annual 

Chicago Festival of Spiritual Art!  It included a 

panel discussion on "What is Spiritual Art?" with 

Louise Cloutier, Joan Forest Mage, Britt Posmer, 

Laurel Smith and Michael Zieve  There was also 

a traditional pipe ceremony led by Bruce White 

Wolf and an installation art piece by Brit Posmer 

called "How To Wash an American Flag"  A 

drum circle closed the Festival. 

 

So what is spiritual art? This discussion will be 

ongoing at the Life Force Arts Center, 

 

As the lines between art, performance and 

spirituality become blurred we find that art 

becomes a pathway for spiritual healing, 

transformation and awakening. Whether visual 

art, performance or writings read or spoken, the 

energetic transmissions of light, sound, color, 

movement become catalysts for internal change 

as the DNA codes actually wake up in the brain 

and allow the individual to be more complete, 

more whole. This can be a conscious or 

unconscious process for the viewer. Change can 

be spontaneous. Awareness or awakening can be 

spontaneous, immediate, sudden. Healing can 

take place in an instant.  

 

We have a component of the science of energy 

and quantum physics at play here. 

On the spiritual level, we have the opportunity 

for Grace to flow through. 

 

Throughout the weekend innovative 

performances and presentations, as well as panel 

discussions explored the extremes and depths of 

spiritual art. Some of these events were truly 

cutting edge in the realm of consciousness. 

 

So, what is spiritual art? How does Spirit 

manifest in words? Along with images (I 

Mages), words are the content of our magic tool 

box, shaping our reality. we have created a 

bifurcated language, one side of which is 

objective, material, scientific, the other spiritual, 

poetic, metaphoric. Putting them together puts us 

back together. The art of living is finding what 

gives us joy; hearing again the Original Magical 

Language. 

 

Theater and ritual both work with the human 

energy field. Join our panelists as they discuss 

the commonalities of theater and energy work 

practices. 

 

When we approach observing art (being the 

audience) as spiritual practice and spiritual 

healing, whole new meanings and purposes of art 

emerge. The interaction of the artist and 

audience is entirely different when the audience 

"gets" the art at this level. Vice versa, the 

audience member can consciously utilize any art 

as a powerful tool of spiritual connection and 

healing. Our panelists discussed personal and 

professional experiences of the Conscious 

Audience. 
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The performances, visual art and presentations 

soften the boundaries between the arts and the 

spirit and fully integrate them as a whole. 

 
 

From Rev. Laura Janesdaughteré 

"Hi All ï  

I'm happy to announce that the Knot of Isis 

website is launched, at www.knotofisis.net.   

 It is dedicated to the healing power of Isis 

through the use of the ancient Egyptian Knot of 

Isis spell/prayer.  Many thanks to Normandi Ellis 

and M. Isidora Forrest for their support in doing 

this...and to the TOILA/LBWS women who have 

spoken and sung The Knot of Isis with me over 

the last 12 years! 

  

Blessings of Isis, 

Laura Janesdaughter 

"Red magic courses through our veins like the 

Blood of Isis,  

Magic of Magic, Spirit of Spirit" 

 

"We need the symbol of the universe as the 

Great Mother... to be the primordial source 

whence the vast diversity of beings in the 

universe comes into existence ... It is most 

significant for the human to experience itself as 

brought into being, sustained in being and 

fulfilled through the comprehensive universe."  

Thomas Berry " 

 
Fram Rev. Nancy Dewé 

Hello Deena, 

 

Lady Olivia asked me to send you my 

information. 

 

We have an Iseum in Northern California.  Our 

priestesses are ordained by Lady Olivia at Isis 

Oasis 

 

I lead a complete year-long priestess 

apprenticeship program, plus many other 

programs.  Iôve been doing this since 1998 and 

have close to 60 member priestesses 

--Nancy Dew 

 

(Nancy Dew is a High Priestess with the Iseum 

of Mary Isis, a Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist, 

Transpersonal NLP Practitioner, Certified Reiki 

Practitioner, Ceremonialist, and Spiritual 

Counselor.  Nancy works with the unconditional 

love of the Divine Mother to be a gentle, 

supportive guide and facilitator.  Nancy 

combines her clinical skills and deep spiritual 

practice with a background in bodywork and 

nutrition.  As High Priestess, she leads year long 

Priestess Apprenticeship in Sonoma County, 

California.  The Iseum of Mary Isis sponsors 

Sunday Circles at Lilith, 11am on the 2
nd

 Sunday 

of each month.  Nancy is a radio talk show guest 

and leads workshops and groups throughout the 

U.S.    For information about upcoming Priestess 

Journeys, Sunday Circles, etc. call Nancy at 

(707) 886-1810. or e-mail dewjrnys@mcn.org.  

Visit Nancyôs website www.nancydew.com  ) 

 
From The Lyceum of Cosmic Isis 

Amasiri 

P.O. Box 54 Afikpo 

49001 Ebonyi State 

Nigeria 

 

My Dear Spiritual Sister, 

 

Accept my greetings, all glories to you. 

 

All glories to our beloved Mother Isis. 

 

I am grateful to inform Her about my handwork 

and myself.  I am a crafter and also a healer.  I 

can heal different types of sickness, but I need  

help from any angle.  I need spiritual powers 

because most of the people who call themselves 

a healer are chasing me in many forms.  Just 

because of Isis mercy I am living.  They are 

against me and Temple, just because there are 

seen the good work of Isis.  Please, my dear, 

help me to survive in this life.  Please send me 

anything that can protect me and give more 

power.  May the blessings of Isis shower upon 

you all now and forevermore.  Amen. 

Thanks. 

Yours, 

Uchechukwu Oko Ekwe AU 

 

From Rt. Rev. Loreon Vigne, 

ANNOUNCING THE 15th Annual 

Convocation of The Temple of Isis and The 

Fellowship of Isis 
 

http://www.knotofisis.net/
mailto:dewjrnys@mcn.org
http://www.nancydew.com/
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Dedicated to the Goddess Mut, the Divine 

Mother Vulture of Ancient Egypt 

at the Isis Oasis Sanctuary in Geyserville, 

California 

 

OCTOBER 9th-12th 2009 

 

Come join us at our annual Convocation at Isis 

Oasis Sanctuary. Lady Olivia Robertson, co-

founder of the international Fellowship of Isis, 

will journey from Ireland to visit us in our 

enchanted landscape and guide us on our inner 

journeys. Snake priestess, author, filmmaker and 

sacred dancer Le'ema will present a splendid 

dance performance designed to enlighten and 

delight us. DeTraci Regula, the author of "The 

Mysteries of Isis" will share with us how to help 

protect the earth and assist in the preservation of 

endangered species through focused spiritual 

practices to enhance their survival. Priestess of 

Mary Magdalene Elizabeth Kelley will present 

the ancient Gnostic Mass celebrating the union 

of the divine feminine. Lady Zarita will lead us 

in the ancient Adoration of the Goddess Mut. Isis 

Oasis and Temple of Isis foundress Loreon 

Vigne will present an original mystical drama to 

edify and entertain us. Additional presenters will 

be announced.  

 

This unique three-day event includes shared 

lodging, three meals a day, and all presentations 

and activities for $300 per person. Single-day 

participation is also possible for $100 a day.  

 

The Isis Oasis is located in the heart of the 

Alexander Valley in the Sonoma wine country 

about twenty minutes north of Santa Rosa. For 

information and reservations, please call 707 

857-ISIS (4747) or email isis@isisoasis.org. 

 

 

 
 

Litha  

By 

Denise Wong 
 

At midsummer, the God is in his prime. 

He is strength; he is golden. 

With awe we watch him shine. 

Husband to the Goddess, 

he smiles to her: 

ñPlace your hand in mine.ò 

 

Though with one more sunrise 

he will begin his decline, 

in this moment he dazzles 

forever 

in myth, in art, in rhyme. 

 
 

http://us.mc825.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=isis@isisoasis.org
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Have you ever thought of yourself as a pyramid?  The pyramids have three sides, three dimensions.  Many 

if not all have three chambers, or levels.  We are body , soul and spirit.  Within the pyramids are secrets of 

life.  Are secrets of the self.  Wonder if anyone has written a book on this.  Id love to read it LOL.  Three 

dimensions of the pyramid: Inner life, outer life, and higher life.  Past life, present life, and , After life.  Just 

my thoughts-- IrisiMeskhenet@aol.com 

 

Within the Pyramid of Self  

by:  

IrisiMeskhenet  

 
Within the pyramid of self  

I quietly contemplate  

As evening rites begin  

I sit alone within the veil  

Lit only by Aset  

 

You may wonder why you are here?  

But I have brought you here to think.  

Think on where you  have been,  

where you are now, and where now you shall go.  

All things cycle as the wheel.  

It is wisdom to know the season to all things.  

Accept what is,and move on.  

The choice child is yours.  

 

I sit and listen.  

I contemplate Her words to me.  

She is right I  have a chocie.  

 

Knowledge and wisdom belong to Her  

She shares it to the listening ear.  

 

Gracious Mother  

Let me be wise and take to heart.  

May I know the season of all things  

and have the courage to continue on.  

It is time to look a head.  

So blessed be.  

 

Within the pyramid of self  

The light fades, as I again walk through the veils  

 

Ordination by Attunement  

A rainbow bridge of  4.450 miles/7.100  kilometers between Chicago and Berlin 

mailto:IrisiMeskhenet@aol.com
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By 

Rev. Gisela Kranz 

 

The last mail I got from Deena was short: ñWe are excited about your ordination, Olivia says 12.00 noon 

Chicago time is perfect.ò  - That was 2 days before ordination which had been fixed for the day following 

the annual Chicago Goddess Festival. 

 

What if I would feel nothing, nothing at all? Maybe my companions in the Iseum of Berlin would not feel 

anything either, or they would and only I would not. Maybe I could be unreceptive out of pure excitement... 

In that case I might stop the rite on my end but I would by no means be able to stop its proceeding on the 

other end, in Chicago; minds would be focused on me, the attention of Deity would be drawn to me, 

energies would keep being directed at me until the rite was accomplished. And in case nothing happened, 

would not there something have happened in spite of all?  

 

Several times during the days before ordination, I had to tell such considerations to leave me alone... 

Finally more practical things caught all of my attention; my place had turned into a peculiar lab: there were 

series of  compositions of incenses waiting to be tested (the human nose can test only three at the same 

time), pilot samples of baking outstanding excellent sweet bread, for which I had only a vague recipe, 

flower pots in the process of being persuaded to bring forth their blossoms at the right time,  various 

materials supposed to form a crown and stay in that shape, bed sheets to transform into altar cloth by 

ironing...  

 

On what ways do attunements travel?  I was thinking of the Path of the Sun, the way Ra´s Boat takes.  At 

12 noon the attuning energies would rise in Chicago to the highest peak of the Sun Path at the time of 

autumn equinox, then turn their back on Ra´s Boat and travel in its canal to descent.  At the same time, in 

Berlin, it was 7.00 pm, sunset, the time when both worlds meet.   

 

Later Deena told me that she had been very aware of the element of Water during the ceremony, she said: 

ñ...as if we are one blood  through the blessing and purification of Isis, who is the spirit of the River Nile, 

and that the Ocean rather unites than separates us. I had a vision of the rivers feeding into the ocean, and 

this is like a silver strand connecting us... And I felt the great network of rivers which are the veins and 

arteries of Mother Earth, whose children we are.ò 

 

So Water and Fire were guarding the attuning energies.  

 

Soft, encompassing water-qualities began to wrap around me when I lit the first candle on my altar, 

knowing that  some 4.000 miles away some people were now about to meet  in preparation for our joined 

ceremony. No more fantasies of what could go wrong, but surrendering  to the present moment only. 

 

With the ceremony strange things began to happen: a stone being quite familiar to me because it had served 

as paperweight in my household for some years, became a gift from Deity, and thus transformed, felt 

unfamiliar, warm, truly showing the spark of life to discern in it.  The touch of the anointing Water lay 

warm and heavy on my brows, remaining after evaporation. 

 

My crown was made of a garland of plastic flowers, that sort the ecologically correct consumer does not 

even look at. I knew, plastic materials are a poor vessel and a poor transmitter of spiritual energies, yes, but 

this sort of plastic had one outstanding quality: it let itself  be formed into all possible shapes ï a quality 

you learn to highly esteem when you happen to be in urgent need of a crown and just discovered that there 

were no crownmaker´s talents asleep in you. And, I told my inner critic, I could make up for the plastic 

item by being very careful about the oil.  

 

 In the ceremony energies came with that crown, not so much with the oil.  Long, warm waves of 

welcoming, benevolent energies poured over me from that plastic flower crown on my head.  Or maybe 

they were sent with the oil and arrived when we had already proceeded to crowning on my end. 
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After crowning, I thought that, energies received, I could enjoy now the rest of the ceremony listening to 

the words of praise and advice. Suddenly something strong hit the heart chakra like a ball thrown at me, it 

seemed to press its way, then turned bigger and bigger, was not only on the heart but everywhere: no 

conditions, pure benevolence and trust kept sweeping into me, taking my consciousness into that place of  

NOW where time and space don´t matter.  

 

The rite was nearly over, when I realised where I was standing and that I was supposed to give a blessing 

the next moment.  

 

In the weeks following I saw that all the words, I had seemed to miss during the ceremony, were lying well 

preserved in my heart and mind. 

 

 
 

 
Chthonic Bees and Honey - Minoan Mother Goddesses and Cretan Religion 

By  

Demetria Nanos Jones 

 

The symbols of the Mother Goddesses of Minoan Crete are an assortment of tools, materials from 

ówomenôs workô, animals, birds, and plants, especially trees.  The snake, serpent, bull, spiral, labyrinth, 

cave, mountain, and goat are earth related or chthonic correspondences.  The honeybee, goat, milk, cheese, 

fishnet, olive tree, grapevine, and pomegranate are the major food symbols that are found repeatedly in 

Minoan art.  The crescent moon is reflected in the labrys, the double headed axe that was used for 

ceremonial and ritual purposes of sacrifice, whether plant or animal.  Flowers, wine, and honey are used for 

celebration and funerary rites. 

 

The major chthonic goddesses of Crete are:  Gaea, Rhea, Demeter, Persephone, Despoina, 

Ariadne, Kybele, and. Amalthaea.  These deities have threads of common themes in their symbols.  All of 

the above divinities live or hide in caves, especially caves inside of mountains, rather than hills.  They give 

birth, rear a baby, or feed the divine child in the cave.   Being earth goddesses, Gaea, Rhea, Demeter, 

Kybele, and Amalthaea are concerned with providing nourishment to the children they are in charge of, 

raising the divine child, and providing abundance to the humans of our planet.   Being dark earth goddesses 

connected with the Underworld along with the passage between this plane and the land of the Mighty Dead, 

Persephone, Ariadne, and Despoina do not feed the living, but remember, bless, guide, avenge, or condemn 

the dead or those who are about to die.
1
 

Amalthaea is the nanny goat that nursed the infant Zeus in a cave on Mt. Ida.  She is sometimes 

described as a nymph, but more often as a divine goat.  Her milk fed the divine child, and her sisters (or 

daughters), Ida and Adrasteia, cared for the little god.  They were daughters of Melissius, the ñ honey 

manò, and they were called the Diktaian Meliai, ñHoney Nymphsò.   Another name for honey maidens was 

Brisai, the term denoting the nymphs that taught young Aristaios the art of  bee keeping.  Bees and 

butterflies were considered symbols of the soul. 

 

The bee symbol may have been a popular motif in Crete.  It was commented on as being compared 

very closely to the ancient Egyptian symbol or hieroglyph for the same creature and office of beekeeper.  

                                                 
1
 Eleusis, Archetypal Image of Mother and Daughter,  Kerenyi, Karoly, Ralph Manheim, translator, © 

1967, 1991.  Bollingen Series LXV.4, Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J. 
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There is a gold brooch from Crete, dating to ñthe first quarter of the second millennium BC.ò
2
   While the 

insects rendered seem to be a type of wasp, it may be a stylistic variation of the very important bees, 

changed to create a distinct design for the pendant.  The cave that the baby Zeus was hidden in had bees 

that swarmed inside.  They were so noticeable that four mortals wanted to steal the honey, but they violated 

the sanctity of the cave, and Zeus punished them by turning them into birds.
3
  A. B. Cook notes that bees 

and these Cretan birds, formerly men, are chthonian through their association with the cave of the Great 

Mother, Rhea; the birds and bees that guard the omphalos at the prophetic shrine of Delphi; Makris, 

daughter of Aristaios, fed honey to the infant Dionysos (hidden in a cave); Dionysos/Zagreus is engraved 

on a gemstone with beesô wings for a beard; he is called Brisaios, one who is a óhoney-removerô or honey-

takerô.
4
   Zeus himself is given the name of Zeus Melissaios, ñZeus Honey Man, or Zeus Honey Bearing 

Manò.
5
  There were other significant Minoan cults with bees and honey as important elements:  Aristaios, 

the multi-talented god is a hunter, beekeeper and honey gatherer, cheese-maker, and early olive tree 

rancher. Pliny credited him with being the first fellow to mix honey with wine.
6
  

The lunar huntress of the increasing crescent moon, Britomartis is a daughter of Euboulos, ñgood 

counselò whom Pausanias claimed was borne by Demeter to a local Cretan harvest god, Karmanor
7
.  

Therefore Britomartis is a granddaughter of Demeter, niece of Persephone and Despoina, and great-

granddaughter of Rhea.  Britomartis has been corresponded to Cretan Artemis, and Brito-(m)-Art-(em)-is is 

another speculation of the name form
8
.  While some translate her name as ósweet virginô, an amalgam of 

Greek brito ósweetô, and martis, probably from ómartuô a Semitic word meaning ómaidenô or ó [young] 

femaleô.
9
  There is also a play on words:  Brito sounds closely like Blitto:  ñtake honey from the comb.ò

10
 

G. W. Elderkin takes the leap of faith that Britomartis, ñmeant originally ñbee-maiden.ò
11

  Though she was 

a granddaughter of Demeter, Britomartis is associated with the waxing crescent moon, hunting, chasing, 

and the sea.  Unlike the earth goddesses in her family tree, she escapes her would be rapist.  It is Minos, 

another Cretan son of Zeus, along with Zagreus, Dionysos, and his mortal brothers who join him in 

becoming judges of the dead in the Underworld:  Rhadamanthus and Sarpedon.  Britomartis is swift and 

flees from Minos for nine months before retreating to the arena of the sea, as she leaps from the cliff and is 

ósavedô in the fishing nets spread out in the water below the cliff.  

She acquires the name Diktynna, and becomes the waning moon ï still virginal and untouched by men, but 

older, wiser, and more reclusive than before.  A follower of Artemis, her vow of purity and chastity was 

maintained with the help of the Divine Huntress, who was syncretized with both aspects of the Cretan 

Huntress who became the Lady of the Fishing Nets, patron of the hunt in the water for food.  L. Farnell 
12

 

declared that, ñWe may also affirm with some certainty that the leap from the rock into the sea was a 

hieratic legend which could easily transform itself into a secular-romantic one; it is told of divinities, 

                                                 
2
A Re-examination of the Mallia Insect Pendant, by Richard A. LaFleur; Robert W. Matthews; David B. 

McCorkle, Jr., American Journal of Archaeology © 1979 Archaeological Institute of Ameriica. 
3
 The Bee in Greek Mythology, by Arthur Bernard Cook 

The Journal of Hellenic Studies © 1895 The Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies 
4
 The Bee in Greek Mythology, by Arthur Bernard Cook p. 15 

5
 The Bee in Greek Mythology, by Arthur Bernard Cook, pp. 6-10,  

The Journal of Hellenic Studies © 1895 The Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies 
6
 Ibid., p.10 

7
 Pausanias 2.30.3 

8
 The name óArtemisô has also been connected to arto- or arkto- ñbearò; airo- ñhigh, loftyò;  the 

homophonous  óThemisô, ñlaw-giver, wisdomò, artemes ñsafeò, and artamos, ñbutcherò.  A huntress would 

have to butcher the game once in a while; the goddess was the protector of small animals or babies of all 

kinds; her worship was in high places like mountains; the bear was one the associated totems of hers, and 

she had the knowledge or wisdom of wilderness and the untamed, whether places or creatures. 
9
 Some Minoan and Hellenic Goddesses of Semitic Origin, David R. West, Ugarit ï Forschungen, Band 

23, ©1991, Verlag Butzon & Bercker Kevelaer, Neukirchener Verlag  Neukirchen-Vluyn, Germany 
10

 The Bee of Artemis, G. W. Elderkin, p.203, The American Journal of Philology, Vol. 60, No.2, © 1939. 
11

 Ibid., p. 204 
12

 Ino-Leukothea, by Lewis R. Farnell, p. 39, 

The Journal of Hellenic Studies © 1916 The Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies 
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Dionysos, Aphrodite, or óheroicô personages with divine names, such as Molpadias (or Hemithea), and 

Parthenos of Caria, Diktynna-Britomartis of Crete; and none of them are primarily sea-divinities but 

vegetation-powers, and the ritual is vegetative, not marine, to be interpreted as the casting out of the 

decaying image of the vegetation deity so that it might be refreshed by the quickening waters and brought 

back to land with renewed powers.  The óleapô in nearly all these cases is preceded by a pursuit, which in 

legend might be amourous or angry, but in reality was solemn and óhieraticô.ò 

Another female name, Melissa, means ñhoneybeeò or ñhoney sweet.ò  Melissa was a princess (!) 

of Crete, daughter of King Melissos, and she was one of the young women who fed the infant Zeus.  She 

was the legendary original priestess of  the Magna Mater, Great Mother,  and her title was passed on to 

other priestesses over the centuries.
13

  Priestesses of Artemis were known as Melissa, and Demeter, in her 

aspect as Deo, had Melissai as the name of the order of her priestesses.
14

 

 Ariadneôs story is not about feeding others.  She is the guide through the Labyrinth, the twisting 

path that is under ground and in a sense replicates the Underworld.  Death awaits those who wander in the 

maze, and only a mighty soul with the help of the goddess can triumph over the Minotaur, the bull-prince-

priest of Minoan Crete.  The help of the Divine Lady is necessary in order to go to the center and be able to 

return.  Her name, ñpure, (shining like) lightò, reminds us that she is the one who knows the ways around 

and through the Labyrinth, and that her help is needed to pass back to the outside surface world.   Her 

ócrushô on Theseus moved her enough to betray her father the king; her brother, the prince and priest in the 

Labyrinth; her role as princess-priestess-guide in the very same underworld simulation chamber, and her 

vows to the god Dionysos, her betrothed or husband. 

 Her brother Glaukos, another son of Minos and Pasiphae, fell into a large jar of honey and drowned.  

Through his interpretation of a portent, a man named Polyidus was chosen to find what was wrong in the 

house of Minos.  He saw an owl perched on a wine bin near the honey jar, frightening some bees away.  

This clue helped him to find the boyôs body.  Minos commanded him to revive the boy, and shut them up in 

a tomb to make sure that Polyidus did his best.  A. B. Cook thought that honey might have been used to 

preserve corpses.
15

  Honey was used in a wide variety of medicines, both internal and topical, as well as 

being used in preparations of incense, perfume, and funerary preparations, from the beginning of known 

written history to the modern day.  It is usually amber in color, and the variation light and dark in 

coloration are also like amber ï from green to gold to orange, to yellow, to red and nearly black.  Amber is 

noted for preserving the bodies of insects and plant matter in the original sap form that it has.  By extension 

of sympathetic magical principles and the antibiotic preservative properties of honey, one can understand 

where the notion of preserving dead people in honey came from. 

There is more on this topic to collate and cover than time allows at the moment.  We should remember that 

there is often travail and stress on the other side of a ósweetô life, even for immortals. 

 

 
 ñBehold: the God has gone into the grain ò 

                                                 
13

 ibid. p. 204 
14

 ibid., p. 203 
15 ibid. p. 207 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.   
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Traditional lament for Lugh, the Sun God 

  

Lughnassad 

By 

Denise Wong 

 
The Sun has fallen from the sky. 

He didnõt die; 

he lives in different form 

as he lies, golden, 

among the golden grain and corn. 

 

Mourn if you must his sacrifice: 

he gave his essence willingly 

that Life can nurture life. 

His splendor dims, almost ends, 

but will be brilliantly reborn 

when he is born of the Goddess 

on the blessed Solstice morn. 

 

 
 

The Mysteries of Hathor-Sekhmet 

An Offering of Heka, 

An Adoration to Ra and His Shemsu, 

A Soothing of Sekhmet, & 

The Inebriety of Hathor. 

 

By Kasey Conder  

 
Presented for the Temple of Isis Utah and Aspen Grove May 9th, 2009 at the Odd 

Fellows Hall.   

 

Adept:  The Egyptian Calendar was oriented towards to the rising of the Star of 

Isis, Sopdet or Sirius.  The Egyptian New Year began with the rising of Sirius 

some time in late July and early August.  The Star Sirius would disappear from 

the night sky for months prior to the Egyptian New Year.  With the rising of 

Sirius, the land was made fertile with rains to make it rich and black.  Now this 

inundation would only occur, if, as the Ancient Egyptians believed, they paid 

proper homage to the deities who controlled the cycles of nature.   

 

Now, we as modern seekers of wisdom, live in a time and place where Sirius does 

not rise at the same time as per say of those living in the Egyptian Late Periods, 

nor do we live in a land that has its same agriculture cycle as Egypt.  For in 

Egypt, otherwise known as Khem or Khemit, the Harvest Season is our spring and 

the inundation season begins in Early August, which is contrary to the cycles of 

our land.   

  


